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do exist and generally include the following ele-
ments: a lawful permanent resident who is under 
the age of 18 who gives or receives anything of value 
(money, drugs, shelter, food, clothes) to some other 
in exchange for prostitution, pornography, or other 
sexual entertainment. This includes acts of survival 
sex. Survival sex is a type of trafficking in which the 
victim is frequently homeless or gravely disadvan-
taged and trades sex for food, shelter, and other basic 
needs. Like domestic human trafficking, an estimate 
of the number of minors who are domestically sex 
trafficked and exploited is extraordinarily difficult 
to ascertain. Nonetheless, the best estimates avail-
able indicate that this crime victimizes a nontrivial 
number of minors in the United States. Like human 
trafficking—or perhaps even more so than human 
trafficking—domestic sex trafficking of minors in the 
United States is frequently overlooked and misunder-
stood, and the needs of the victims of this crime go 
unaddressed. Research shows that many victims of 
this crime and abuse are runaways and kids thrown 
out of their parents’ home. In addition, some vic-
tims of domestic sex trafficking live in their parents’ 
homes. These minors may be victimized without their parents’ knowledge, or their parents may 
be the individuals who are trafficking these children.

A frequent method of ensnaring minors into sex trafficking involves the initial tricking 
of victims into taking photos or videos that increasingly become more sexual and porno-
graphic. Minors may engage in this activity willingly to please someone they erroneously feel 
cares about them. Once the trafficker has these photos or videos, he or she can then blackmail 
the victims to engage in sex work. Whether by trickery, coercion, and/or force, once involved 
in this scheme, the victims find it difficult and even dangerous to escape.

A recently released report by the Institute of Medicine and the National Research Council 
focuses specifically on domestic commercial sex trafficking and sexual exploitation of minors in 
the United States and correctly frames these crimes as child abuse.18 The committee that com-
piled this report was guided by three principles: viewing the minor victims of domestic sex traf-
ficking and sexual exploitation as having suffered acts of abuse and violence, no longer viewing 
victims as criminals, and making sure that any identification of the victims and intervention 
offered does no further harm to the victims of domestic sex trafficking. The report offers myriad 
findings, including that victims suffer immediate and long-term adverse consequences, that 
attempts to prevent sex trafficking and sexual exploitation of minors in the United States are 
largely absent, that efforts to identify victims and respond to their needs are woefully insuf-
ficient, that dealing with this violence requires collaborative approaches, and finally that 
confronting demand for the sexual abuse and exploitation of minors must be a priority. All 
indications suggest that in the future, even greater attention to identifying and responding to 
the needs of victims of this form of child abuse will proliferate. Furthermore, this attention will 
require even greater resources of the criminal justice system in terms of both dealing with vic-
tims and addressing the behaviors of offenders and those who facilitate these crimes.

HATE CRIMES AND BIAS-MOTIVATED CRIMES
Hate crimes, also known as bias-motivated crimes, have been a topic of great concern in 

recent years. Hate crimes occur when an offender targets a victim and/or her or his property 
due to the victim’s perceived membership in a specific group. Groups frequently targeted for 
hate crimes include racial, ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, and gender identity groups. 
Some people argue that “all crimes are hate crimes” and abhor the notion of a specific label 
of “hate crime.” Such a stance reflects a failure to fully understand the definition of a hate 
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